
STORAGE

Storage 
predictions

Think power
plus IOPS

Pick the 
right DR site

Back up 
remote sites

Quality Awards:
NAS systems

Solid-state goes
mainstream

Scale-out NAS:
Under the hood

Keeping track 
of capacity

Sponsor
resources

45 STORAGE January 2012

About the survey
The Storage magazine/SearchStorage.com Quality Awards are designed to identify
and recognize products that have proven their quality and reliability in actual use. The
results are derived from a survey of qualified Storage/SearchStorage.com readers
who assessed products in five main categories: sales-force competence, product
features, initial product quality, product reliability and technical support. Products
are rated on a 1.00-8.00 scale, where 8.00 is the most favorable score. This is the
sixth edition of the Quality Awards for NAS systems; there were 206 responses to
the survey with ratings of 389 products/product lines.

Products in the survey
These products were included in the Quality Awards for NAS survey. 
The number of responses for each finalist is shown in parentheses.

ENTERPRISE

DataDirect Networks Inc. 
NAS Scaler/GRIDScaler/

EXAScaler/xSTREAMScaler*

Dell Inc. 
PowerVault NS-480/Compellent 

Storage Center zNAS (17)

EMC Corp. 
Celerra NS-480/NS-960 or VG8 or VNX

7500 NAS or Isilon IQ X-Series (53)

Hewlett-Packard (HP) Co. 
StorageWorks EFS Clustered Gateway or

StorageWorks X5000/X9000 
Storage Systems (13)

Hitachi (HDS) Essential NAS Platform 1000
Series or NAS Platform 3000 Series

(BlueArc Titan 3000 Series)*

IBM N6000 or N7000 or Scale Out 
Network Attached Storage (SONAS)*

NetApp FAS3000/3100 or FAS6000 
(all with NAS interface) (72)

Oracle Corp. Sun Storage 74xx Unified
Storage System (with NAS) (34)

Panasas Inc. ActiveStor 9 Series/
11 Series/12 Series or HC Series*

Pillar Data Systems Axiom NAS*

MIDRANGE

Dell PowerVault NS120 or
NX200/NX300/NX3000/NX3100/NX4 (27)

EMC Celerra NX4, NS-120, VG2, VNXe 5000
Series NAS or Isilon IQ S-Series (53)

Hewlett-Packard (HP) StorageWorks
X300/X500 Data Vault or X1000/X3000 

Network Storage Systems (13)

Hitachi (HDS) AMS2000/1000/500/200 or
WMS100 with NAS Option or 

BlueArc Titan Mercury 50/100*

IBM N3000/N5000 (13)

NetApp FAS2000 (with NAS interface) (39)

Oracle Sun Storage 71xx/72xx/73xx Unified
Storage System (with NAS) (28)

Overland Storage Inc. Snap Server
DX1/DX2/210/410/620/650/N2000*

Panasas ActiveStor 7 Series/8 Series*

Silicon Graphics Inc. (SGI) InfiniteStorage
File Serving series*

* Did not receive enough responses 
to qualify as a finalist


