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GOING BACK to our very first
Storage Purchasing Inten-
tions survey nine years ago,
disks and disk subsystems
have always accounted 
for the biggest chunk of
storage budgets. This year
follows form with 37% of
budgets (the biggest slice 
by far) earmarked for 
storage systems. The 
percentage has hovered 
in the high 30s to low 40s
despite dramatically declin-
ing disk prices largely be-
cause companies now need
so much more disk (and
other storage) to accommo-
date off-the-chart data
growth. The average installed
disk capacity is 269 TB, the
highest number we’ve seen
in the three years we’ve
been asking this question.
For 2011, storage managers
expect to add an average of
42 TB of new disk capacity,
ranging from 20 TB for small
companies up to 86 TB for
enterprises. 

Disk storage systems take biggest bite
out of budget
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RUNNING THE NUMBERS:  

• NAS is the most installed storage system
type, with 62% of respondents having 
those systems; Fibre Channel (FC) 
SANs are close behind at 57%, easily 
outdistancing block rival iSCSI (38%)

• Midrange systems continue to be the 
most popular, with 44% of disk system 
budgets allocated to them

• In 2006, 59% said FC arrays would be 
their main disk spend; on this survey 35% 
say they’ll add drives to existing systems 
rather than buy new FC systems (17%), a 
trend that emerged in 2007

KEY STATISTIC:  

33% will increase management software
spending, mainly to manage more with the
same staff


