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TAKE DISK-BASED BACKUP,
deduplication, virtual servers
and cloud backup, and you
would probably figure data
protection doesn’t look any-
thing like it did a few years
ago. Well . . . yes and no.
Backup tends to change very
slowly. For example, the “tape
is dead” dirge is on continu-
ous play, but new tape techs
continue to emerge. Yes,
we’re using it less—73% spin
off some/all backups to tape
vs. 85% three years ago—and
libraries are shrinking (an 
average 96 slots vs. 150 five
years ago), but tape is still 
a key part of backup and
archiving. And while dedupe
seems like just another fea-
ture by now, not even one-
third of our respondents are
using it today. Virtual server
backup is in the spotlight as
backup app vendors tap into
VMware’s APIs to make the
process less painful, but 35%
still just load a backup client
into each VM. Cloud backup
adoption is slow too, with
28% using some form of
cloud backup, a number that
has doubled vs. three years
ago. But it’s been up and
down the last two years,
which might indicate more
tinkering than commitment.

Data protection’s slow evolution
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2011 vs. 2008: Use of cloud backup services

RUNNING THE NUMBERS:  

• Most popular target for disk-based backup 
is a NAS system (45%)

• 29% use data deduplication in their backup 
process; 34% plan to add it this year

• 47% will increase spending on cloud backup 
services vs. last year

• “Not comfortable sending our company’s 
data into a public cloud” is the top (34%) 
reason for not using cloud backup

• 18% say virtual server backup is too 
complicated; 18% say they back up too much

KEY STATISTIC:  

46% of cloud backup users have more than 10
TB of backup data stored in the cloud; overall,
users have an average of 16 TB of backup data
in the cloud 


