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IN OUR SPRING 2011 survey, 
respondents indicated their
storage budgets would rise
1.8% higher than their 2010
budgets, which was a fairly
healthy jump over the
measly 0.6% reported previ-
ously. We frequently see
budgets adjusted upward
from their spring marks, and
while that trend continues
with the current survey, it
does so with a very modest
uptick of just 0.1 points.
Larger companies are show-
ing a stronger recovery, with
a 5.1% change over 2010’s
budget. Midsized organiza-
tions saw a 2.1% rise, which
is approximately half a point
higher than a year ago;
smaller companies are 
still struggling with 
basically flat budgets 
that grew by only 0.4%.

Budget belt loosens just a bit
RUNNING THE NUMBERS:  

• Average storage budget: $3 million

• Small and large companies’ storage 
budgets dip to $900,000 and $8.2 million, 
respectively; midsized firms are steady at 
$2.6 million

• Highest-ever recorded average storage 
budget was $3.4 million in 2006

KEY STATISTIC:  

Biggest year-over-year budget gain: 5.2%, 
reported in the fall of 2006
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ABOUT THE STORAGE PURCHASING INTENTIONS SURVEY
The Storage magazine/SearchStorage.com Purchasing Intentions survey is fielded twice a
year; this is the ninth year the survey has been conducted. Storage magazine subscribers
and SearchStorage.com members are invited to participate in the survey, which gathers
information related to storage managers’ purchasing plans for a variety of storage product
categories. This edition had 699 qualified respondents across a broad spectrum of industries,
with the average company size measured as having revenue of $1.4 billion.


