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11
Exploratory Data Analysis

Fundamentals
The main objective of this introductory chapter is to revise the fundamentals of Exploratory
Data Analysis (EDA), what it is, the key concepts of profiling and quality assessment, the
main dimensions of EDA, and the main challenges and opportunities in EDA.  

Data encompasses a collection of discrete objects, numbers, words, events, facts,
measurements, observations, or even descriptions of things. Such data is collected and
stored by every event or process occurring in several disciplines, including biology,
economics, engineering, marketing, and others. Processing such data elicits useful
information and processing such information generates useful knowledge. But an important
question is: how can we generate meaningful and useful information from such data? An
answer to this question is EDA. EDA is a process of examining the available dataset to
discover patterns, spot anomalies, test hypotheses, and check assumptions using statistical
measures. In this chapter, we are going to discuss the steps involved in performing top-
notch exploratory data analysis and get our hands dirty using some open source databases.

As mentioned here and in several studies, the primary aim of EDA is to examine what data
can tell us before actually going through formal modeling or hypothesis formulation. John
Tuckey promoted EDA to statisticians to examine and discover the data and create newer
hypotheses that could be used for the development of a newer approach in data collection
and experimentations. 

In this chapter, we are going to learn and revise the following topics:

Understanding data science
The significance of EDA
Making sense of data
Comparing EDA with classical and Bayesian analysis
Software tools available for EDA
Getting started with EDA
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Understanding data science
Let's get this out of the way by pointing out that, if you have not heard about data science,
then you should not be reading this book. Everyone right now is talking about data science
in one way or another. Data science is at the peak of its hype and the skills for data
scientists are changing. Now, data scientists are not only required to build a performant
model, but it is essential for them to explain the results obtained and use the result for
business intelligence. During my talks, seminars, and presentations, I find several people
trying to ask me: what type of skillset do I need to learn in order to become a top-notch data
scientist? Do I need to get a Ph.D. in data science? Well, one thing I could tell you straight
away is you do not need a Ph.D. to be an expert in data science. But one thing that people
generally agree on is that data science involves cross-disciplinary knowledge from
computer science, data, statistics, and mathematics. There are several phases of data
analysis, including data requirements, data collection, data processing, data cleaning,
exploratory data analysis, modeling and algorithms, and data product and
communication. These phases are similar to the CRoss-Industry Standard Process for data
mining (CRISP) framework in data mining.

The main takeaway here is the stages of EDA, as it is an important aspect of data analysis
and data mining. Let's understand in brief what these stages are:

Data requirements: There can be various sources of data for an organization. It is
important to comprehend what type of data is required for the organization to be
collected, curated, and stored. For example, an application tracking the sleeping
pattern of patients suffering from dementia requires several types of sensors'
data storage, such as sleep data, heart rate from the patient, electro-dermal
activities, and user activities pattern. All of these data points are required to
correctly diagnose the mental state of the person. Hence, these are mandatory
requirements for the application. In addition to this, it is required to categorize
the data, numerical or categorical, and the format of storage and dissemination. 
Data collection: Data collected from several sources must be stored in the correct
format and transferred to the right information technology personnel within a
company. As mentioned previously, data can be collected from several objects on
several events using different types of sensors and storage tools.
Data processing: Preprocessing involves the process of pre-curating the dataset
before actual analysis. Common tasks involve correctly exporting the dataset,
placing them under the right tables, structuring them, and exporting them in the
correct format.
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Data cleaning: Preprocessed data is still not ready for detailed analysis. It must
be correctly transformed for an incompleteness check, duplicates check, error
check, and missing value check. These tasks are performed in the data cleaning
stage, which involves responsibilities such as matching the correct record,
finding inaccuracies in the dataset, understanding the overall data quality,
removing duplicate items, and filling in the missing values. However, how could
we identify these anomalies on any dataset? Finding such data issues requires us
to perform some analytical techniques. We will be learning several such
analytical techniques in , Data Transformation. To understand briefly,
data cleaning is dependent on the types of data under study. Hence, it is most
essential for data scientists or EDA experts to comprehend different types of
datasets. An example of data cleaning would be using outlier detection methods
for quantitative data cleaning.
EDA: Exploratory data analysis, as mentioned before, is the stage where we
actually start to understand the message contained in the data. It should be noted
that several types of data transformation techniques might be required during
the process of exploration. We will cover descriptive statistics in-depth in Section
2, , Descriptive Statistics, to understand the mathematical foundation
behind descriptive statistics. This entire book is dedicated to tasks involved in
exploratory data analysis.
Modeling and algorithm: From a data science perspective, generalized models
or mathematical formulas can represent or exhibit relationships among different
variables, such as correlation or causation. These models or equations involve
one or more variables that depend on other variables to cause an event. For
example, when buying, say, pens, the total price of pens(Total) = price for one
pen(UnitPrice) * the number of pens bought (Quantity). Hence, our model would be
Total = UnitPrice * Quantity. Here, the total price is dependent on the unit price.
Hence, the total price is referred to as the dependent variable and the unit price is
referred to as an independent variable. In general, a model always describes the
relationship between independent and dependent variables. Inferential statistics
deals with quantifying relationships between particular variables.
The Judd model for describing the relationship between data, model, and error
still holds true: Data = Model + Error. We will discuss in detail model
development in Section 3, , Model Evaluation. An example of
inferential statistics would be regression analysis. We will discuss regression
analysis in , Regression.
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Data Product: Any computer software that uses data as inputs, produces
outputs, and provides feedback based on the output to control the environment
is referred to as a data product. A data product is generally based on a model
developed during data analysis, for example, a recommendation model that
inputs user purchase history and recommends a related item that the user is
highly likely to buy.
Communication: This stage deals with disseminating the results to end
stakeholders to use the result for business intelligence. One of the most notable
steps in this stage is data visualization. Visualization deals with information
relay techniques such as tables, charts, summary diagrams, and bar charts to
show the analyzed result. We will outline several visualization techniques in

, Visual Aids for EDA, with different types of data. 

The significance of EDA
Different fields of science, economics, engineering, and marketing accumulate and store
data primarily in electronic databases. Appropriate and well-established decisions should
be made using the data collected. It is practically impossible to make sense of datasets
containing more than a handful of data points without the help of computer programs. To
be certain of the insights that the collected data provides and to make further decisions,
data mining is performed where we go through distinctive analysis processes. Exploratory
data analysis is key, and usually the first exercise in data mining. It allows us to visualize
data to understand it as well as to create hypotheses for further analysis. The exploratory
analysis centers around creating a synopsis of data or insights for the next steps in a data
mining project.

EDA actually reveals ground truth about the content without making any underlying
assumptions. This is the fact that data scientists use this process to actually understand
what type of modeling and hypotheses can be created. Key components of exploratory data
analysis include summarizing data, statistical analysis, and visualization of data. Python
provides expert tools for exploratory analysis, with  for summarizing; , along
with others, for statistical analysis; and  and  for visualizations.

That makes sense, right? Of course it does. That is one of the reasons why you are going
through this book. After understanding the significance of EDA, let's discover what are the
most generic steps involved in EDA in the next section.
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Steps in EDA
Having understood what EDA is, and its significance, let's understand the various steps
involved in data analysis. Basically, it involves four different steps. Let's go through each of
them to get a brief understanding of each step:

Problem definition: Before trying to extract useful insight from the data, it is
essential to define the business problem to be solved. The problem definition
works as the driving force for a data analysis plan execution. The main tasks
involved in problem definition are defining the main objective of the analysis,
defining the main deliverables, outlining the main roles and responsibilities,
obtaining the current status of the data, defining the timetable, and performing
cost/benefit analysis. Based on such a problem definition, an execution plan can
be created.
Data preparation: This step involves methods for preparing the dataset before
actual analysis. In this step, we define the sources of data, define data schemas
and tables, understand the main characteristics of the data, clean the dataset,
delete non-relevant datasets, transform the data, and divide the data into
required chunks for analysis.
Data analysis: This is one of the most crucial steps that deals with descriptive
statistics and analysis of the data. The main tasks involve summarizing the data,
finding the hidden correlation and relationships among the data, developing
predictive models, evaluating the models, and calculating the accuracies. Some of
the techniques used for data summarization are summary tables, graphs,
descriptive statistics, inferential statistics, correlation statistics, searching,
grouping, and mathematical models.
Development and representation of the results: This step involves presenting
the dataset to the target audience in the form of graphs, summary tables, maps,
and diagrams. This is also an essential step as the result analyzed from the
dataset should be interpretable by the business stakeholders, which is one of the
major goals of EDA. Most of the graphical analysis techniques include scattering
plots, character plots, histograms, box plots, residual plots, mean plots, and
others. We will explore several types of graphical representation in ,
Visual Aids for EDA.   
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Making sense of data
It is crucial to identify the type of data under analysis. In this section, we are going to learn
about different types of data that you can encounter during analysis. Different disciplines 
store different kinds of data for different purposes. For example, medical researchers store
patients' data, universities store students' and teachers' data, and real estate industries
storehouse and building datasets. A dataset contains many observations about a particular
object. For instance, a dataset about patients in a hospital can contain many observations. A
patient can be described by a patient identifier (ID), name, address, weight, date of birth, address,
email, and gender. Each of these features that describes a patient is a variable. Each
observation can have a specific value for each of these variables. For example, a patient can
have the following:

These datasets are stored in hospitals and are presented for analysis. Most of this data is
stored in some sort of database management system in tables/schema. An example of a
table for storing patient information is shown here:

PATIENT_ID NAME ADDRESS DOB EMAIL Gender WEIGHT

001
Suresh
Kumar
Mukhiya

Mannsverk,
61 30.12.1989 skmu@hvl.no Male 68

002 Yoshmi
Mukhiya

Mannsverk
61, 5094,
Bergen

10.07.2018 yoshmimukhiya@gmail.com Female 1

003 Anju
Mukhiya

Mannsverk
61, 5094,
Bergen

10.12.1997 anjumukhiya@gmail.com Female 24

004 Asha
Gaire

Butwal,
Nepal 30.11.1990 aasha.gaire@gmail.com Female 23

005 Ola
Nordmann

Danmark,
Sweden 12.12.1789 ola@gmail.com Male 75
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To summarize the preceding table, there are four observations (001, 002, 003, 004, 005). Each
observation describes variables ( , , , , , , and

). Most of the dataset broadly falls into two groups numerical data and categorical
data. 

Numerical data
This data has a sense of measurement involved in it; for example, a person's age, height,
weight, blood pressure, heart rate, temperature, number of teeth, number of bones, and the
number of family members. This data is often referred to as quantitative data in statistics.
The numerical dataset can be either discrete or continuous types. 

Discrete data
This is data that is countable and its values can be listed out. For example, if we flip a coin,
the number of heads in 200 coin flips can take values from 0 to 200 (finite) cases. A variable 
that represents a discrete dataset is referred to as a discrete variable. The discrete variable
takes a fixed number of distinct values. For example, the  variable can have values
such as Nepal, India, Norway, and Japan. It is fixed. The  variable of a student in a
classroom can take values from 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and so on.  

Continuous data
A variable that can have an infinite number of numerical values within a specific range is
classified as continuous data. A variable describing continuous data is a continuous
variable. For example, what is the temperature of your city today? Can we be finite?
Similarly, the  variable in the previous section is a continuous variable. We are
going to use a car dataset in , Descriptive Statistics, to perform EDA.
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A section of the table is shown in the following table:

Check the preceding table and determine which of the variables are discrete and which of
the variables are continuous. Can you justify your claim? Continuous data can follow an
interval measure of scale or ratio measure of scale. We will go into more detail in the
Measurement scales section in this chapter. 

Categorical data
This type of data represents the characteristics of an object; for example, gender, marital
status, type of address, or categories of the movies. This data is often referred to as
qualitative datasets in statistics. To understand clearly, here are some of the most common
types of categorical data you can find in data:

Gender (Male, Female, Other, or Unknown)
Marital Status (Annulled, Divorced, Interlocutory, Legally Separated, Married,
Polygamous, Never Married, Domestic Partner, Unmarried, Widowed, or
Unknown)
Movie genres (Action, Adventure, Comedy, Crime, Drama, Fantasy, Historical,
Horror, Mystery, Philosophical, Political, Romance, Saga, Satire, Science Fiction,
Social, Thriller, Urban, or Western)
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Blood type (A, B, AB, or O)
Types of drugs (Stimulants, Depressants, Hallucinogens, Dissociatives, Opioids,
Inhalants, or Cannabis)

A variable describing categorical data is referred to as a categorical variable. These types of
variables can have one of a limited number of values. It is easier for computer science
students to understand categorical values as enumerated types or enumerations of
variables. There are different types of categorical variables:

A binary categorical variable can take exactly two values and is also referred to
as a dichotomous variable. For example, when you create an experiment, the
result is either success or failure. Hence, results can be understood as a binary
categorical variable. 
Polytomous variables are categorical variables that can take more than two
possible values. For example, marital status can have several values, such as
annulled, divorced, interlocutory, legally separated, married, polygamous, never
married, domestic partners, unmarried, widowed, domestic partner, and
unknown. Since marital status can take more than two possible values, it is a
polytomous variable. 

Most of the categorical dataset follows either nominal or ordinal measurement scales. Let's
understand what is a nominal or ordinal scale in the next section. 

Measurement scales
There are four different types of measurement scales described in statistics: nominal,
ordinal, interval, and ratio. These scales are used more in academic industries. Let's
understand each of them with some examples.

Nominal
These are practiced for labeling variables without any quantitative value. The scales are 
generally referred to as labels. And these scales are mutually exclusive and do not carry
any numerical importance. Let's see some examples:

What is your gender?
Male
Female
Third gender/Non-binary
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I prefer not to answer
Other

Other examples include the following:
The languages that are spoken in a particular country
Biological species
Parts of speech in grammar (noun, pronoun, adjective, and so on)
Taxonomic ranks in biology (Archea, Bacteria, and Eukarya)

Nominal scales are considered qualitative scales and the measurements that are taken using
qualitative scales are considered qualitative data. However, the advancement in qualitative
research has created confusion to be definitely considered as qualitative. If, for example,
someone uses numbers as labels in the nominal measurement sense, they have no concrete
numerical value or meaning. No form of arithmetic calculation can be made on nominal
measures. 

You might be thinking why should you care about whether data is nominal or ordinal? Should we
not just start loading the data and begin our analysis? Well, we could. But think about this: you
have a dataset, and you want to analyze it. How will you decide whether you can make a
pie chart, bar chart, or histogram? Are you getting my point?

Well, for example, in the case of a nominal dataset, you can certainly know the following:

Frequency is the rate at which a label occurs over a period of time within the
dataset. 
Proportion can be calculated by dividing the frequency by the total number of
events.  
Then, you could compute the percentage of each proportion.
And to visualize the nominal dataset, you can use either a pie chart or a bar
chart.  

If you know your data follows nominal scales, you can use a pie chart or bar chart. That's
one less thing to worry about, right? My point is, understanding the type of data is relevant
in understanding what type of computation you can perform, what type of model you
should fit on the dataset, and what type of visualization you can generate. 
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Ordinal 
The main difference in the ordinal and nominal scale is the order. In ordinal scales, the
order of the values is a significant factor. An easy tip to remember the ordinal scale is that it
sounds like an order. Have you heard about the Likert scale, which uses a variation of an
ordinal scale? Let's check an example of ordinal scale using the Likert scale: WordPress is
making content managers' lives easier. How do you feel about this statement? The following
diagram shows the Likert scale:

As depicted in the preceding diagram, the answer to the question of WordPress is making
content managers' lives easier is scaled down to five different ordinal values, Strongly Agree,
Agree, Neutral, Disagree, and Strongly Disagree. Scales like these are referred to as the
Likert scale. Similarly, the following diagram shows more examples of the Likert scale:

To make it easier, consider ordinal scales as an order of ranking (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and so
on). The median item is allowed as the measure of central tendency; however, the average
is not permitted. 
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Interval
In interval scales, both the order and exact differences between the values are significant.
Interval scales are widely used in statistics, for example, in the measure of central
tendencies mean, median, mode, and standard deviations. Examples include location in
Cartesian coordinates and direction measured in degrees from magnetic north. The mean,
median, and mode are allowed on interval data. 

Ratio
Ratio scales contain order, exact values, and absolute zero, which makes it possible to be
used in descriptive and inferential statistics. These scales provide numerous possibilities for
statistical analysis. Mathematical operations, the measure of central tendencies, and the
measure of dispersion and coefficient of variation can also be computed from such
scales.  

Examples include a measure of energy, mass, length, duration, electrical energy, plan angle,
and volume. The following table gives a summary of the data types and scale measures:

In the next section, we will compare EDA with classical and Bayesian analysis.
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Comparing EDA with classical and Bayesian
analysis
There are several approaches to data analysis. The most popular ones that are relevant to 
this book are the following:

Classical data analysis: For the classical data analysis approach, the problem
definition and data collection step are followed by model development, which is
followed by analysis and result communication. 
Exploratory data analysis approach: For the EDA approach, it follows the same
approach as classical data analysis except the model imposition and the data
analysis steps are swapped. The main focus is on the data, its structure, outliers,
models, and visualizations. Generally, in EDA, we do not impose any
deterministic or probabilistic models on the data.
Bayesian data analysis approach: The Bayesian approach incorporates prior
probability distribution knowledge into the analysis steps as shown in the
following diagram. Well, simply put, prior probability distribution of any
quantity expresses the belief about that particular quantity before considering
some evidence. Are you still lost with the term prior probability
distribution? Andrew Gelman has a very descriptive paper about prior probability
distribution. The following diagram shows three different approaches for data
analysis illustrating the difference in their execution steps:
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Data analysts and data scientists freely mix steps mentioned in the preceding approaches to
get meaningful insights from the data. In addition to that, it is essentially difficult to judge
or estimate which model is best for data analysis. All of them have their paradigms and are
suitable for different types of data analysis. 

Software tools available for EDA
There are several software tools that are available to facilitate EDA. Here, we are going to
outline some of the open source tools:

Python: This is an open source programming language widely used in data
analysis, data mining, and data science ( ). For this
book, we will be using Python. 
R programming language: R is an open source programming language that is
widely utilized in statistical computation and graphical data analysis (

).
Weka: This is an open source data mining package that involves several EDA
tools and algorithms ( ).
KNIME: This is an open source tool for data analysis and is based on Eclipse
( ). 

Getting started with EDA
As mentioned earlier, we are going to use Python as the main tool for data analysis. Yay!
Well, if you ask me why, Python has been consistently ranked among the top 10
programming languages and is widely adopted for data analysis and data mining by data
science experts. In this book, we assume you have a working knowledge of Python. If you
are not familiar with Python, it's probably too early to get started with data analysis. I
assume you are familiar with the following Python tools and packages:

Python programming

Fundamental concepts of variables, string, and data
types
Conditionals and functions
Sequences, collections, and iterations
Working with files
Object-oriented programming
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NumPy

Create arrays with NumPy, copy arrays, and divide
arrays
Perform different operations on NumPy arrays
Understand array selections, advanced indexing,
and expanding
Working with multi-dimensional arrays
Linear algebraic functions and built-in NumPy
functions

pandas

Understand and create  objects
Subsetting data and indexing data 
Arithmetic functions, and mapping with pandas
Managing index
Building style for visual analysis

Matplotlib
Loading linear datasets
Adjusting axes, grids, labels, titles, and legends
Saving plots

SciPy

Importing the package
Using statistical packages from SciPy
Performing descriptive statistics
Inference and data analysis

Before diving into details about analysis, we need to make sure we are on the same page.
Let's go through the checklist and verify that you meet all of the prerequisites to get the best
out of this book:

Setting up a virtual environment pip install virtualenv
virtualenv Local_Version_Directory -p Python_System_Directory

Reading/writing to files

Error handling

Object-oriented concept

Next, let's look at the basic operations of EDA using the NumPy library.
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NumPy
In this section, we are going to revise the basic operations of EDA using the  library.
If you are familiar with these operations, feel free to jump to the next section. It might feel
obvious when going through the code, but it is essential to make sure you understand these
concepts before digging into EDA operations. When I started learning data science
approaches, I followed a lot of blogs where they just reshaped an array or matrix. When I
ran their code, it worked fine, but I never understood how I was able to add two matrices of
different dimensions. In this section, I have tried to explicitly point out some of the basic

 operations: 

For importing , we will use the following code:

For creating different types of  arrays, we will use the following code:
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For displaying basic information, such as the data type, shape, size, and strides of
a NumPy array, we will use the following code: 

For creating an array using built-in NumPy functions, we will use the following
code:
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For NumPy arrays and file operations, we will use the following code:

For inspecting NumPy arrays, we will use the following code:
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Broadcasting is a mechanism that permits NumPy to operate with arrays of
different shapes when performing arithmetic operations:

Secondly, two dimensions are also compatible when one of the dimensions of the
array is 1. Check the example given here:

Lastly, there is a third rule that says two arrays can be broadcast together if they
are compatible in all of the dimensions. Check the example given here:
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The dimensions of x(6,8) and y(10,1,8) are different. However, it is possible to add
them. Why is that? Also, change y(10,2,8) or y(10,1,4) and it will give

. Can you find out why? (Hint: check rule 1). 

For seeing NumPy mathematics at work, we will use the following example:

Let's now see how we can create a subset and slice an array using an index:

Next, we will use the  library to gain insights from data. 
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Pandas
Wes McKinney open sourced the  library ( ) that has been
widely used in data science. We will be utilizing this library to get meaningful insight from
the data. Before delving in detail into this section, we are going to revisit some of the most
fundamental techniques in pandas that you should be familiar with so as to be able to
follow upcoming chapters. If these things are new to you, feel free to check one of the
further reading sections for additional resources. Perform the following steps:

Use the following to set default parameters:1.

In pandas, we can create data structures in two ways: series and dataframes.2.
Check the following snippet to understand how we can create a dataframe from
series, dictionary, and n-dimensional arrays. 

The following code snippet shows how we can create a dataframe from a series:

The following code snippet shows how to create a dataframe for a dictionary:
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The following code snippet shows how to create a dataframe from n-dimensional
arrays:

Now, let's load a dataset from an external source into a pandas . After3.
that, let's see the first 10 entries:

If you run the preceding cell, you should get an output similar to the following
screenshot:
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The following code displays the rows, columns, data types, and memory used by4.
the dataframe:

The output of the preceding code snippet should be similar to the following:

Let's now see how we can select rows and columns in any dataframe:5.
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Let's combine NumPy and pandas to create a dataframe as follows:6.

 It should produce a dataframe table similar to the following screenshot:

Let's style this table using a custom rule. If the values are greater than zero, we7.
change the color to black (the default color); if the value is less than zero, we
change the color to red; and finally, everything else would be colored green. Let's
define a Python function to accomplish that:
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Now, let's pass this function to the dataframe. We can do this by using the 8.
method provided by pandas inside the dataframe:

It should display a colored dataframe as shown in the following screenshot:

It should be noted that the  and  methods are computationally
expensive as they apply to each value inside the dataframe. Hence, it will take
some time to execute. Have patience and await execution. 

Now, let's go one step deeper. We want to scan each column and highlight the 9.
maximum value and the minimum value in that column:
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We apply these two functions to the dataframe as follows:

 The output should be similar to the following screenshot:

Are you still not happy with your visualization? Let's try to use another Python10.
library called  and provide a gradient to the table:

 The dataframe should have an orange gradient applied to it:
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There are endless possibilities. How you present your result depends on you. Keep in mind
that when you present your results to end stakeholders (your managers, boss, or non-
technical persons), no matter how intelligently written your code is, it is worthless to them
if they cannot make sense of your program. It is widely accepted that better-visualized
results are easy to market. 

SciPy
SciPy is a scientific library for Python and is open source. We are going to use this library in
the upcoming chapters. This library depends on the NumPy library, which provides an
efficient n-dimensional array manipulation function. We are going to learn more about
these libraries in the upcoming chapters. My intention here is just to inform you to get
prepared to face other libraries apart from NumPy and pandas. If you want to get started
early, check for  from the SciPy library. 

Matplotlib
Matplotlib provides a huge library of customizable plots, along with a comprehensive set of
backends. It can be utilized to create professional reporting applications, interactive
analytical applications, complex dashboard applications, web/GUI applications, embedded
views, and many more. We are going to explore Matplotlib in detail in , Visual
Aids for EDA. 

Summary
In this chapter, we revisited the most fundamental theory behind data analysis and
exploratory data analysis. EDA is one of the most prominent steps in data analysis and
involves steps such as data requirements, data collection, data processing, data cleaning,
exploratory data analysis, modeling and algorithms, data production, and
communication. It is crucial to identify the type of data under analysis. Different disciplines
store different kinds of data for different purposes. For example, medical researchers store
patients' data, universities store students' and teachers' data, real estate industries store
house and building datasets, and many more. A dataset contains many observations about
a particular object. Most of the datasets can be divided into numerical data and categorical
datasets. There are four types of data measurement scales: nominal, ordinal, interval, and
ratio. 
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We are going to use several Python libraries, including NumPy, pandas, SciPy, and
Matplotlib, in this book for performing simple to complex exploratory data analysis. In the
next chapter, we are going to learn about various types of visualization aids for exploratory
data analysis. 
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